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Chairman’s Report 
Mike Green 

 

 Those of you who attended the Excel London Boatshow and 

visited the North Sea Maritime stand in the South hall may 

have read in their newsletter about my first yachting voyage 

in 2011. 

  

 On Tuesday 4th January I helped deliver an OVNI 365 yacht 

from Benfleet creek to the marina at Excel with skipper 

Stephen Johnson.  

Unfortunately we picked up a buoy rope around the propeller 

in the Leigh Ray Gut where we had moored up overnight to 

await the morning flood  tide. So, with no engine available 

and despite leaving Leigh rather late, we attempted to sail up 

the London river to King George V. lock next to Gallions 

Point marina where we had a fixed 2 hour lock in slot. 

  

  What a great sail, strong S to S W wind blowing up to 30 

knots plus, 3 reefs in the main and several rolls in the genoa 

we stormed along lee gunnel well under at times. We almost 

made it, the tide turned against us at Dartford and the wind 

started to drop back so we were fortunate to be able to sail 

through  the Erith Yacht Club's moorings and alongside their 

pontoon. We dried out in the mud with the centre board and 

rudder up and cut away the remains of the buoy rope well 

and truly wrapped around the propeller in the dark with the 

aid of a torch. Stephen was covered in mud and needed a 

good hose down before coming aboard for our scratch 

evening meal of chicken curry, rice and beans. 

  

 Next day, in the early afternoon and in the pouring rain we 

motored up to the KGV lock, locked in and hence through 

the Royal docks, past the end of the London City airport 

runway through to the Excel marina without problems. 

  

 I trust that the rest of my voyages this year will be incident 

free! 

  

 Most of you will know  about Graham Pelling's shocking 

stroke whilst on holiday skiing in France over the Christmas 

holiday. He is making a slow recovery in a hospital in 

Grenoble. He is being helped to walk and is hopeful of being 

transferred back to England in a week or two. I am sure you 

will join with me in sending him our very best wishes for a 

good recovery. Our thoughts are with you Graham. 

  

 I would like to remind you of our Annual General Meeting 

to be held at the Mission Hall, Paglesham on Sunday 20th 

March at 19.30. I look forward to meeting you and listening 

to your views on our Association. 

 

On behalf of your committee I wish you all a healthy,happy 

and prosperous New Year, may fair winds and tight sheets 

attend you all in 2011, finally 'Up Spirits'. 

 

 

Committee News 
 

Please note that all members of the committee stand down 

and are due for election or re-election at the AGM. Please let 



RSA February 2011 Newsletter   2 

Rodney know if you would like to join the committee, or 

stand as one of the officers. 

 

The current members of the committee are: 

 

• John Martin, President 

• Mike Green, Chairman 

• Jon Walmsley, Secretary 

• Richard Bessey, Race Officer 

• Simon Joel – Treasurer  

• John Langrick, Bosun, Membership 

Secretary and Newsletter Editor 

• Brian Browne 

• Rodney Choppin 

• Ken Wickham 

 

RSA subs  
Subscriptions for 2011 are now due. The rate agreed at last 

year’s AGM is £10 per year.  

  

There is an additional racing subscription, also £10, payable 

by any member who enters one or more boats in RSA races. 

This is to cover the cost of cup insurance and engraving.  

  

Please send your subs to our treasurer  Simon Joel, 28 

Chapmans Walk, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2XA. Cheques 

should be made payable to the Roach Sailing Association. 

Alternatively bring them along to the AGM in March! 

 

 

 

Harbour dues 

 

At the 2010 AGM it was agreed that the RSA would not be 

collecting harbour dues on behalf of the Crouch Harbour 

Authority in 2011. Most boat owners are now contacted 

directly by the CHA. 

  

Although harbour dues have increased again this year, the 

discounted rate for early payment should make the cost the 

same as last year. Full details should be available on the 

CHA web site  

( http://www.crouchharbour.org ). 

 

AGM Sun March 20th 
The AGM will be held at the Mission Hall, Paglesham, with 

a start at 19:30.  

 

Fitting Out Supper Sat April 9
th

 
The Fitting Out Supper will be at the Punchbowl, 

Paglesham starting at 19:00. Please contact Richard 

Bessey to book a place. 

 

Bosun’s Corner 
John Langrick 

 

The Bosun and Secretary, (John Langrick and Jon 

Walmsley), have started their sailing season early in Western 

Australia. My brother is one of the Bosuns at the The 

Cruising Yacht Club at Rockingham, near Perth and it is very 

interestiong how the job of Bosun is similar to that at 

Paglesham. For example they have a shed, and lots of 

moorings. I have to say that all this heat makes us look 

forward to the start of our sailing season. 

 

The Crouch Harbour Authority are planning big changes to 

the buoyage on the Crouch early this year – so your charts 

and chartplotters will need updating! 

 

The downstream moorings nave been booked and paid 

for and Harry will be servicing them before the season starts. 

He will also service Ron's moorings, but note some have still 

not paid 2010 moorings. If they could please settle with 

Nigel as soon as possible it would be appreciated. 

  

We have taken Dally out at Suttons Wharf this winter where 

we hope she will be easier to maintain. She still needs a good 

scrape and paint and if you have any spare antifoul after use 

on your own boat, please put inside Dally and we will finish 

off the tin on her. She will need some attention to her lower 

pintle and I will be look to that on my return. Back at 

Paglesham, we will need to organise a shed and dinghy park 

tidy and of course we need a work party for more attention to 

the PVT oyster pits. See working party dates on the back 

page. Ken will be arranging more River Care salting rubbish 

clearances, so please watch out for messages on the 'Roach 

Group' forum.  

  

We will be looking at launches starting in April and I know 

we have a few masts to raise before then. Please let me know 

if you have any preferences for a date. I shall be lifting 

Imothes in early so that we can clear some space and I will be 

publishing the first launch dates in plenty of time. 

  

Lets all look forward to an excellent 2011 sailing season. 

 

RSA racing update 
Richard Bessey 

 

No less than seventeen RSA trophies were won in 

2010, thanks to members who donated new awards for 

the Dinghy Series. They are all up for grabs again this 

year. 

 

The dingy series kicks off with the Potton Trophy on 

24
th

 April, and the Cruisers Paglesham Pot on 8
th

 May. 

 

As we now have more races on the calendar, we 

sometimes need a volunteer to be race officer for the 

day, If anybody is interested in getting involved in the 

race organisation, the facinating world of handicaps 

and results, please get in touch! We also need a safety 

boat crew for all open boat races. 

 

The Aeron Lewis Sambuca Cup is awarded for best 

cruising log. You can enter any log for a cruise in 2010 

or this year. Entries are due in on 17th August and the 

Cup is awarded at the Fambridge Dinner. 
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Cock-Up at Quay Reach 

 (or Steak and Oysters) Oct 17
th

 2010. 
Annie Boulter 

 

As HALOWEEN sailed from her mooring at 10am, a lone 

figure plodded through the mud towards his craft, (Nigel); we 

waved and sailed on following VERLOCITY to Quay Reach 

as instructed. Once there we laid anchor. But it was very 

blowy and uncomfortable, with wind over tide, so five 

minutes later it was decided to weigh anchor and turn back 

towards Yokesfleet Creek. Gesticulating (politely), shouting 

and using mobiles, other boats were informed of our 

intentions as we passed them going the other way. 

MARSHMALLOW joined us as we veered to port into the 

Creek. PHILOMELLE, beautifully dressed overall for her 

50th birthday, continued on with her journey to Quay Reach. 

We noticed VERLOCITY turning around again in the Roach. 

HALLOWEEN, having just turned into Yokesfleet, was 

about to lay anchor for the second time when it was decided 

we would be better off in the lee, off Wallasea Island, 

opposite the entrance to Yolksfleet. MARSHMALLOW was 

out of sight at this point, and it was a case of ‘turn again 

Whittingham’. I looked at my watch, Noon! I couldn’t help 

but think that I had set out in a Piper Cherokee, I could have 

flown to, and landed at Deauville, but there I was a mile from 

home! HALLOWEEN laid anchor in 20ft of water, just as 

MARSHMALLOW re-appeared as did VERLOCITY, and a 

raft was formed. C’QUESTER came up on the starboard side, 

with SEA JAY alongside and then SWANTI on the port side, 

where MEMORY tied up too. Our raft was complete, but in a 

distance downstream, PHILLOMELLE appeared to have 

anchored. 

 

 
 

As the sun came out and there was blue sky overhead, IONA 

arrived to be the anchor boat for a new raft. She was joined 

by BRIAR ROSE, ATLANTA, LOTUS EATER et al. 

Eventually PHILOMELLE, a colourful sight with her flags 

fluttering arrived with buckets of oysters on board, so that is 

why Richard had anchored up! GLAYVA motored to a 

nearby spot. John obviously does not bother with sails unless 

he is going 1000 miles or more! The local seal population 

showed great interest, with one swimming round for quite a 

while. As Ken cooked steak and sausages, Richard did a 

sterling job prising open oysters from his purple bucket with 

a vicious looking knife. There was plenty of booze and banter 

as many of us boarded IONA with our comestibles for the al 

fresco feast.  

 
 

Sitting in the golden sunshine couldn’t have been more 

pleasant. As HALLOWEEN was also celebrating, this time 

her 60 years of sailing the local waters since she was built by 

Frank Shuttlewood in the black shed, a birthday cake, 

suitably decorated with a witch on a broomstick, was cut and 

handed round. This was accompanied by Hallowe’en biscuits 

of ghosts and pumpkins – well we are all children at heart!      

 

 
 

As the fleet sailed back on the incoming tide we all felt 

blessed with one of the lovliest autumn days, with good food, 

good wine and good company. 

 

 

And Now for Something Completely Different… 

Jon. Walmsley 

 

I blame the extra dinghy races. I thought it would be 

worthwhile to get a faster , more sporty dinghy to race in the 

extended series. The problem was where to keep it? I didn’t 

want to get rid of Sarah Edith as she is a good all round 

sailing dinghy/large tender, but my garage is getting rather 

full. I then had the bright idea of getting a car topable dinghy 

cat. I could sling it from the garage roof at home and I 

wouldn’t even need a trailer to get it to the yard. So I started 

searching for catamarans on the internet... 

I’d been ‘boatless’ for nearly a year. My wish list for a new 

boat was that it had to have a shoal draft, able to take the 

ground and have a length of around thirty feet. I was also 

looking for a yacht with good performance. There aren’t 

many boat models that fitted the above criteria and those that 

did were predominately French. The ones that I had looked at 

were all in need of a great deal of work and some had issues 

with the gel coat on both their topsides and deck moulding. 

They also demanded a considerable price premium over their 
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fin keeled equivalents and were not, in my opinion, value for 

money. I hadn’t even thought of a catamaran as an alternative 

that would fit the bill, until my search for a dinghy cat 

opened up the pandora’s box of the multihull world. 

 

The problem with small catamarans is that either they are 

built for speed with no accommodation, or  they are more 

like a floating caravan dropped onto a couple of sponsons. 

Then I came across a Wharram Tiki 28 for sale.  Many years 

ago I had visited James Wharram at his home/workshop in 

Cornwall. I had always been interested in his boats and pored 

over the reviews of his latest designs in Practical Boat 

Owner. I had always thought that a big Wharram would make 

a good liveaboard in warmer climes where anchoring at night 

was the norm. The problem with the small ones, 30 feet and 

under, was the lack of accommodation and a very exposed 

cockpit on the open bridgedeck.  The exception to this is the 

Tiki 28 which was for professional construction only and 

differs from  other Wharram designs in that it is bolted 

together with the central pod being a structural monocoque.  

(Wharrams are normally held together with cross beams and 

lashings). The central pod contains the cockpit and a small 

cabin with a ‘pop top’ like a Norfolk Broads Yacht. 

 
Wharram Tiki 28 

 

The Tiki 28 I found was in Sandy Haven, which is near 

Milford Haven in Pembroke.  Thus I embarked on one of five 

trips to Wales, initially via Stroud to pick up the keys. I liked 

the boat a lot. She was very pleasing on the eye but in need 

of a bit of TLC; nothing major, or so I thought. I made an 

offer, which was accepted, arranged for a surveyor who 

specialises in Wharrams and started planning my trip home 

around Lands End. Unfortunately the surveyor scuppered my 

plans. There was structural rot in one of the bows where the 

aluminium beam holding the forestay was attached. I still 

wanted the boat and I was confident that once I got her back 

to Rochford the RSA ‘experts’ would be able to help me put 

her right. Initial plans for bringing her back with a couple of 

trips on the Dauntless trailer evaporated in the face of 

regulations and common sense. Steve Coombes came to my 

aid recommending a lorry firm based in Carmarthen if I could 

get her on a lorry bed 45 feet long by 8 feet 6 inches wide. 

 
Pakljhawa in Sandy Haven 

 

I motored her from her mooring in Sandy Haven to 

Pembroke Dock where, with the help of Juha; a Scandinavian 

who was restoring a Hillyard, we set about taking her apart 

and building frames so that she would fit on the lorry. 

 

 
One hull removed, Pod on blocks 

 

There’s no manual for this sort of thing; I was making it up 

as I went along. Luckily the hulls and pod separated easily 

and with the use of props and ratchet straps we soon had 

three bits of boat lying in the yard. 

 
Juha and the Pod on its side attached to the frame 

 

We had to make a frame for each hull and one for the pod 

which, due to width restrictions, would travel on its side on 

the lorry. Luckily the hulls are very light, the only issue was 

making sure that the load was stable for the trip. 
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It’s not every day that you pass your boat on the M4 

 

Taking the boat apart and loading it on a lorry was, for me, 

the most worrying part of the project . Once I got the boat 

safely to Rochford I felt that I could relax. Pakljhawa is now 

happily residing in her scaffold shed, (that many of you refer 

to as the tea hut), at Carters. With luck and some hard work, 

she will be adding a new dimension to the 2011 cruiser 

series. I’m still thinking about getting a small dinghy cat. 

Maybe next year? 

 

 

No place for seamanship 
By John Apps 

 

The Jester Challenge 2010 was the 50th anniversary of the 

first OSTAR in 1960. Rules have changed in that Sir Francis 

Chichester’s ‘Gypsy Moth III’ which won that first OSTAR 

would have been too big by 4 feet to enter the Jester 

Challenge 2010.  

 
Glayva and John Apps in Newport 

 

It was an interesting Jester Challenge. Some of the boats I felt 

were certain to finish failed to and one that I thought had no 

chance came second. One of the boats I felt would definitely 

finish was our own John Margarson in his Beneteau Figaro 

One ‘Fluffy’. In fact I thought John and ‘Fluffy’ had the best 

chance of all the boats to be first over the line at Castle Hill 

Light off Newport Rhode Island. Another boat I thought was 

a certain finisher was Duncan Lougee from Suffolk Yacht 

Harbour in his Rustler 31 ‘Vaquero del Sol’. Duncan and 

‘Vaquero’ were also forced to withdraw as a result of 

breakages. 

 

The boat I didn’t think would make it was a 21 feet Wharram 

Catamaran sailed by another Australian, Rory McDougall. 

While Rory had taken ‘Cooking Fat’ around the world via the 

Panama and Suez Canals, I wasn’t sure that the boat was 

good enough to face the constant battering of heading into 

the waves, current and wind of the North Atlantic. But I was 

proved wrong and it certainly justifies Jon Walmsley 

purchase of his Wharram Catamaran (albeit 28 feet).  

 

We lost one boat on the way over. Andy Lane an ex Royal 

Marine in his French registered 21 feet mini transat boat 

‘Amadeus’ lost his mast during a Gale and the mast holed the 

hull. Fortunately he was picked up by an Antwerp bound 

ship, although ‘Amadeus’ was a complete loss, sinking in 

3000 metres of water. 

 

Another boat that was lost on the way back was the Russian 

home built 29 feet ‘Fason’ sailed by a very popular Jester 

Challenger Alexei Fedorov. A gale in the Eastern Baltic 

drove him onto rocks in the Gulf of Finland and 

unfortunately ‘Fason’ was a complete loss.  

 

Roger Fitzgerald in ‘Ella Trout III’ a Dehler 29 hit rocks in 

fog just of the entrance to Narangansett Bay a mile before the 

finish. While the hull was damaged Roger managed to finish 

third. Because of the damage to his hull Roger decided to 

have ‘Ella Trout’ shipped back to the UK rather than sail it 

back the way most of us cheapskates do. Roger at 73 was the 

oldest competitor this year, so despite his damage it was 

brilliant result. 

 
Igor Zaretsky winner of the JC2010 

 

The first boat across the line at Castle Hill light was another 

Russian, Igor Zaretsky in his Peterson 25, ‘The Grand’. Igor 

had spent a lot of money on ‘The Grand’ and had the newest 

and best sails in the whole fleet. Of the boats who took the 

Northern or Great Circle route he was the only one to finish. 

 

Altogether 25 boats started and only 9 finished. While 

Glayva finished 8th overall I was fortunate enough due to the 

fact that this was my second completed crossing under Jester 

Challenge rules to be dragged up to the Mayor’s office in 

Newport where a special presentation was made to me of the 

‘Newport Medal of Honor’. I think the award should have 
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been made to Glayva herself or my wind vane steering ‘Miss 

Piggy’, who carried on under jury rig (gaffer tape, string and 

shockcord) after breaking the clutch that controls her 

direction. 

 
John receiving the Newport Medal of Honor from the Mayor 

of Newport 

 

 

Dabbling with SUSIE 
Gerald Turner 

 

This is an extract from Gerald’s article on the Hostellers web 

site www.sail.btinternet.co.uk/hermans_dabber.htm 

 

I had been thinking for some time of getting a trailable day 

boat for exploring new areas by boat The HSC club boats are 

not suitable for ad hoc private trips and are hard work if 

single handed. ‘Cateran’ (19 foot cruising yacht with 

retracting keel) has its uses for cruising by water if going 

from Paglesham and has proven her worth on the Hostellers 

cruise 2009, but could not be easily trailed, though many do 

without problems. 

I was looking for a yawl-rigged boat specifically because of 

the versatility of the rig and being able to make for safety if 

caught out in heavy weather. Various open boats were on my 

options list, Enterprise, GP 14, Tideways 12 &14. These 

boats, whilst making decent cruise boats, were not yawls and 

may not have suited what I had in mind. The boat I had 

yearned for, the Devon Yawl, is at 16ft a heavy boat to 

handle alone, plus rigging it does take time and planning. 

Swallow boat designs offered what I was after with their 

Storm 15 & 17, but were out of my funding range. 

So I thought of the Drascombe range of boats, not my first 

choice of boat, but when I thought about it, they offered a 

boat that whilst not a greyhound of the sea, is a redoubtable 

cruising boat, the whole range (apart from the Scafflie) have 

yawl rigs. I have found my boat the ‘Dabber‘, is at 15ft 6" 

about Wayfarer size, is simple to rig and easy to manhandle 

alone. 

‘Susie’ was found in an advert on 'Boats&outboards' but she 

needed some care and renovation. The damage to ‘Susie’ 

comprised of a crack to the hull on the starboard side, a hole 

to the centreboard case and a split to the timber gunwale on 

the portside. The spars needed re-varnishing and the tiller 

needed a repair to make a better fit to the rudder stock.  

 
 

The first priority was to get the hull watertight; Susie had a 

scrape down the starboard side on the edge of the chine 

which had gone through the hull exacerbated by being on the 

turn of the inner moulding. A repair from the outside would 

not be strong so it needed to be tackled from the inside. I 

cleaned up the damage with a sander, which quickly took 

away the material making the crack much bigger, enough to 

put my hand through; well at least I had found sound material 

to work on. This had to be bridged so that I could fill and fair 

from the outside. 

 

So I made up a patch to stick on like a plaster out of glass 

fibre mat & epoxy, on a scrap of polythene and let it set. 

 

I then degreased the repair with acetone, and  covered the 

hole outside with a piece of scrap hardboard waxed with 

polish so that epoxy would not stick to it to act as a former 

for a skim of epoxy with a filler added to it; this would do 

two things: bring the outside level and also provide some 

thing for the patch to adhere too. Meanwhile the patch that I 

had made up was becoming hardened but not yet set off; this 

was laid up on polythene, so that when offered it up to the 

hole from the inside, manoeuvring it up a gap between the 

inner/outer moulding; when completely set I would be able to 

peel off the polythene, I then left the repair to harden off 

before removing the former, sanding down and making good 

the repair from the outside. 

 

I then put another former on the outside to give an edge, 

before mixing and applying filler to finish the repair. 

 

Structural repairs done, I then had three options to refinish 

the hull: 1) To patch the repairs with gel-coat colour matched 

to the rest, this would be the professional way to finish and 

entailed polishing the rest of the hull with an abrasive, 2) 

refinish the whole of the hull, inside and out with a flow-coat 

finish, in effect a complete new top coat. Whilst the materials 

for this are cheap for long lasting finish also requires a 

covered workshop and a lot of labour to get the result, 3) 
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repaint the hull, which is cost effective but might need 

ongoing maintenance. 

I chose to repaint it; the overall condition of the boat had 

many nicks and scratches, and was best suited to it. I 

degreased, sanded the whole hull, applied two coats 

undercoat, and three topcoats to get the finish. I find a yearly 

top-up at fit-out with ’Cateran’ keeps her looking trim. Again 

there is technique involved in having the right conditions to 

do this outside; good weather is also a requirement; when I 

paint I use foam roller to apply working small areas at a time, 

I then drag a worn brush, that I keep just for the purpose, 

over the still wet paint to brush out the dimple effect you get 

when rollering gloss paint; if you work from one corner of 

the boat you maintain the wet edge of paint to achieve a good 

finish.  

 

The woodwork needs attention to the gunwhale, which had 

been repaired in a workman like way, but the spars needed to 

be re-varnished. I did not know what had been used before so 

had to strip back to bare wood, as different products can react 

with each other. Instead of using proper varnish which needs 

a lot of prep, dry covered conditions and needs a lot of time 

for results, I have tried another wood care product, a high-

tech product called Sikkens Novatech & Novatop, this is 

high solids wood stain that is vapour permeable and needs 

one coat of each to get a finish. Whilst not as attractive as 

trad varnish, needs less time to work. I am not all that pleased 

with the results but it was cost and time effective, only time 

will tell if it was worth using.~ 

 

 

Around again 
Sean Hetherington 

 

On my previous trip around the British Isles I had cut the 

north corner of Scotland off by passing through the 

Caledonian Canal. So I had the perfect excuse to catch up 

with the bit I missed and take in the Orkney’s and Shetland 

Islands. After a winter of work at Carters yard (a gleaming 

new table & a shiny new fore hatch amongst other things), on 

a warm Easter Monday accompanied by my son James we 

slipped our line and headed out of the Roach and Crouch and 

once again turned North.  

 

 
Destaye off Lindisfarne 

 

For the two weeks that followed before James was due back 

at school, we enjoyed unseasonably warm sunny weather and 

made good progress. We visited some places from my first 

trip including Wells next the Sea and a few new ones such as 

a terrific anchorage behind Spurn Head in the Humber, 

Scarborough and Staithes and following a brief trip up the 

Tyne, an afternoon spent Puffin watching on the Farne 

Islands, we finally left Destaye in Dunbar heading home, the 

first Leg completed.  

 

For the second leg I was joined by Jon Walmsley. After a few 

minor repairs we set off and spent the first night in The River 

Tay. Stonehaven and a fried Mars Bar followed before the 

welcome of Whitehills in the Moray Firth. From here we 

pushed further North than I had before to Wick and on into 

the Pentland Firth. The crossing was a challenge but having 

worked the tides out we arrived safe and sound at Long Hope 

just inside Scapa Flow. The following days were brilliant 

with trips to Lyness where we learnt all about Scapa Flow’s 

rich history and the bravery of the service personnel who 

operated on the Arctic Convoys. We went up a hill on Hoy, 

visited the Old Man and came down a mountain whilst being 

dived bombed by Great Skuas. Having visited Stromness we 

headed further in to this magical archipelago and visited 

Rousay and its ancient remains of a chambered Cairn finally 

ending our trip at the islands capital Kirkwall for a flight 

home. 

 

 
Jon Walmsley in Orkney 

 

My next leg I was joined by a friend and veteran from my 

previous trip Alan. We left Kirkwall and after an overnight 

stop at the beautiful island of Westray pushed further north 

and east to Fair Isle. What a place...we were made so 

welcome by the locals who asked us to join them all at a 

Puffin party attended by the whole island. We reluctantly 

dragged ourselves away and headed further north finally 

setting foot on Sumbrugh Head on Shetland’s mainland. A 

stop here followed by a trip up the coast until we crossed the 

60 degrees north line and arrived at Lerwick. The weather 

turned against us and we were forced to stay for a few days 

while strong winds rattled through. We managed a couple of 

trips along the coast before finally turning south for the first 

time. We set sail in company with another sailing boat Red 

Admiral and after a brief stop at Sumbrugh to feast on some 

fresh mackerel caught on the way, we pushed on through the 

night to arrive back in the Orkneys by morning. Days spent 

exploring Stronsay, Sanday & Rousay before finally arriving 

back at Kirkwall. 
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Noss Head, Shetland 

 

The following leg started on a murky misty morning as Ben 

& I headed out of Kirkwall, Passed the mouth of Scapa Flow 

and The Old Man of Hoy before crossing the Pentland Firth 

back to mainland Scotland and the safety of Thurso Harbour. 

Our journey along the northern coast was breath taking with 

high rugged cliffs and water cascading down in to the sea 

below. We followed the coast until we reached the Kyle of 

Tongue and the idyllic anchorage of Talmine Bay. The next 

passage was one I had been dreading during all the planning 

stage and had been thinking about little else since we touched 

down at Kirkwall – rounding Cape Wrath. My log of this day 

reads as follows: 

 

Day 36: Kyle of Tongue 

58◦31.936N, 004◦25.651W 

We woke to a much brighter day. The wind had dropped 

down and the sea was calmer. We headed out of the Kyle 

with 16 miles to go until we reached Cape Wrath. As we 

cleared the Kyle we were called up on the radio as ‘Blue 

hulled sailing boat leaving the Kyle of Tongue’ fearing we 

had done something wrong or strayed in to the firing range I 

replied and found that it was another sailing boat who was 

so surprised to see us that he thought he would call up and 

say hello. The tide was running against us but we had left 

enough time to get to the Cape as the tide turned south 

giving us a lift down the coast. The light wind was blowing 

from the north but with both Jib, Main sail and engine on we 

were still only making 3.5knots over the ground. Despite all 

my fears we approached the headland and taking the inside 

track inside of Duslic Rock we passed the lighthouse. We 

raised a toast to Neptune to celebrate having made a safe 

passage thus far. 

 

From Cape Wrath we turned our course and headed south. 

Unfortunately the low cloud and misty rain had returned 

reducing our visibility. Despite this we could still see the 

beauty of Sandwood Bay.  Having mainly concentrated on 

Cape Wrath I was keen to push further south. The plan was 

to be in reach of Stornoway the following day but 

Kinlochbervie would have meant a 47nm passage. With the 

tide with us we pushed on. We finally reached Handa Island 

and headed in to a small bay just to the south of Handa 

called Scourie. The entrance was littered with rocks on both 

sides, so we carefully crept in and found an empty mooring 

buoy in 7 feet of water. We tied on to it and once we were 

certain that we were secure headed ashore. 

 

 
Cape Wrath 

 

Days followed which included a memorable trip across to 

Stornoway and then following the Outer Herbridean 

Coastline south including visits to the Shant Isles, Scalpay on 

North Harris and Sandwick on South Uist. From here we 

headed east and arrived on the Island of Canna where we 

were greeted by numerous Basking Sharks. The Isle of Rum 

followed with a trek up in to the Cuillins and an evening 

spent in Kinloch Castle. The following day is one that will 

last in both Ben & my mind for many years to come: 

 

Day 42: Isle of Rum 

57◦00.675N, 006◦16.289W 

With a distance to cover we set off early keen to reach the 

Isle of Coll. We hauled up the anchor and slipped out of the 

harbour. The wind was light and blowing from the North 

West so with the Jib full we made good progress along the 

coast of Rum with Eigg out on our port side. We were just 

approaching the bottom of Rum when I spotted a large 

dorsal fin sticking up just over to our right. I shouted to Ben 

and we both watched wide eyed as a mother and calf Killer 

Whale swam passed. They dived and then resurfaced still 

near us. We went round in a large circle to keep a distance 

and got a fantastic view of them as the repeatedly dived and 

resurfaced. Ben & I were like kids in a toy shop not quiet 

believing what we were seeing. After a while they dived and 

disappeared so we resumed our course only to see them 

again just ahead and over to one side. We headed over and 

again watched as they dived and surfaced giving us more 

great views. This happened again as set off up they popped 

and gave us another display. The mother was about 25 feet 

and the calf about 18 feet but with a much smaller dorsal fin. 

After the third time we did not see them again but the 

experience is one I will never forget. 

 

 
 

Our journey to The Isle of Coll passed without further event 

and we were soon anchored up in the bay heading ashore. 
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We first went to the Coll Hotel to book for dinner in the 

restaurant but discovered that the Coll Show was on and as 

a result they were full but we could eat on a first come basis 

in the bar. We went off to see what the Coll Show entails and 

arrived as the tug of war competition was just beginning. We 

watched with an enthusiastic crowd as the kids, the girls and 

then the men’s competition took place. We later returned to 

Destaye to get our stuff for a shower and go for dinner in the 

Hotel.  

 

The bar was busier than ever but we managed to get a small 

table and took it in turns to have a shower before ordering 

dinner. The bar was packed with a good mix of sailors from 

the other yachts anchored in the bay and what seemed like 

the rest of the islanders. We had a good evening before going 

outside to see a firework display to mark the end of the day’s 

festivities. The fireworks lit the bay and were enjoyed by a 

large crowd despite the dreaded midges. After they had 

finished, we headed back to Destaye at the end of a very 

good day. 

 

 
Bridge over the Atlantic 

 

Our journey continued with nights spent at Oban, Isle of Seil 

and a trip through the Crinan Canal before finishing at 

Girvan just south of the Clyde. James later joined me for a 

leg which included Peel on the Isle of Man and the Menai 

Straight before finishing in Caernarfon under the shadow of 

the castle.  

 

 
Menai Bridge 

 

 

 

 

 

John L joined me here for a memorable trip which took us 

the length of the Welsh coast, encountering a pod of 

Dolphins, had fish & Chips with Jonathan at Aberystwyth, 

then crossed the Bristol Channel to drink Doom Bar in 

Padstow and feast on lobster in St Ives. Finally we made it 

round Cape Cornwall and Lands End to arrive at the amazing 

Mecca to wooden boat building that is Gweek Quay on the 

Helford River.  

 

 
John Langrick at Gweek 

 

My mum, until this point had resisted joining me but with her 

arrival the strangest thing happened - the sun shone. We 

sailed down the Helford River on a magical morning and 

along southern Cornish Coast visiting Plymouth & 

Dartmouth. The weather soon changed and we decided to 

curtail our trip at Torquay before the worst of the weather 

blew in. I returned a couple of weeks later with Ben to bring 

Destaye home via Weymouth, Poole, Bucklers Hard on the 

Beaulieu River, Dell Quay, Brighton, Eastbourne before 

finally arriving at Harty Ferry and a welcome from John the 

Bridge and John L in Swanti at the Havengore. All in all it 

took Destaye 80 days to complete our journey and make it 

back to where it all began. The only bit of the coast I have 

missed on both trips? The Maplin Sands a wrong I intend to 

right during 2011. 

 

 

 
Gannet 
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 ROACH SAILING ASSOCIATION 
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ending 31st December 2010 

 

2009 Income 2010 2010 

£  £ £ 

524.00 Annual Subscriptions 414.00  

95.00 Race Subs 94.00  

1421.00 Crouch Harbour Authority Discs 1181.00  

10.05 Profit on Sale of Flags and Burgees 16.75  

198.50 Donations to workboat upkeep 304.53  

 Boat jumble proceeds   

0.76 Bank Interest 1.63  

-34.00 Excess Income / Deficit for dinner (including flowers) 43.50   

2215.31   2055.41 
    

 Expenditure   

96.00 RYA Subscription 96.00  

0.00 CAYFE Subscription 10.00  

151.00 Printing, Stationary & Postage 135.00  

66.74 Cup Insurance 66.74  

117.00 Cup Engraving 187.57  

1427.00 Crouch Harbour Authority Discs (inc Dally disc) 1187.00  

35.00 Creeksea Ferry Inn 35.00  

498.00 Workboat repairs and upkeep 414.31  

46.23 Chairman retirement   

0.00 Depreciation on stock of flags and burgees 0.00   

2436.97   2131.62 
    

    

221.66 Excess of Expenditure over Income  76.21 

0.00 Excess of Income over Expenditure  0.00 

    

 Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2010   

 Assets   

843.58 Balance at Bank 31st December   821.12 

139.71 Stock of Flags and Burgees  85.96 

983.29   907.08 

    

 Reconciliation of Assets   

1204.95 As at 1st January  983.29 

-221.66 Surplus Income / Excess Expenditure   -76.21 

983.29 
 

 907.08 
 

 
 
 
Signed    _______________________________________ Simon P Joel, Honorary Treasurer 
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Roach Sailing Association: 2011 Sailing Programme 

 

Date Event Time 

Sun 13th Feb Work party - Gordon's Jetty 10:00 

Sun 27th Feb Work party - Gordon's Jetty 10:00 

Sun 13th March Work party - Dally 10:00 

Sun 20th March AGM, Mission Hall, Paglesham 19:30 

Sat 9th April Fitting Out Supper, Punchbowl, Paglesham 19:30 

Sun 24th April Potton Trophy (Dinghty series) 16:00 

Fri 29th Apr - Mon 2nd May Cruise to Medway  

Sun 8th May Paglesham Pot (Cruiser series) 10:00 

Sun 22nd May Egret Cup (Dinghy series) 14:00 

Sun 5th June Blue Shoal Trophy (Cruiser series) 10:00 

Sun 19th June Paglesham Yach Race (Dinghy Series) 14:00 

Sat 25th June -Sun 3rd July East Coast cruise  

Sun 10th July Whitaker Cup (Cruiser series) 10:00 

Sat 16th July Mudcatchers Cup (Dinghy series) 13:00 

Sat 16th July BBQ on the saltings 16:00 

Sun 17th July Gracilda Cup (Ladies race) 11:00 

Wed 17th Aug Aeron Lewis Sambuca Cup log entries due in 

Sat 20th Aug Fambridge Dinner 19:00 

Sun 21st Aug Don McDowell Cup (Fun race) 10:00 

Sun 4th Sept Lifeboat Cup (Dinghy series) 15:00 

Sun 11th Sept Oyster Cup (Dinghy series) 10:00 

Weekend 17-18 Sept Pyefleet weekend  

Sun 25th Sept Lifeboat Cup (Cruiser series) 10:00 

Sun 2nd Oct Shuttlewood Cup (Cruiser series) 10:00 

Sun 9th Oct Roach Plate (Cruiser series) 10:00 

Sun 16th Oct Steak & Oysters Afloat 12:00 

Sat 26th Nov Laying Up Supper, Thorpe Bay YC 19:30 

 


